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During the forty years which followed the First Crusade it seemed that the Latin kingdom would grow steadily stronger. Baldwin I. and his successor and nephew, Baldwin IL, consolidated their position in their own kingdom, planted impregnable fortresses commanding the trade routes as out posts in the south and west, and proved themselves shrewd statesmen and soldiers. After them, the the son-in-law of Baldwin IL, Fulk, Count of Anjou, was elected to the crown, while he left the management of his great country in France to his son Geoffrey, the father of our King Henry IL He also ruled with vigor and success, though there was no marked extension of territory. The Baldwins had secured the southern frontier against Egypt, while the divisions of Islam made Southern Syria a protection against the more aggressive Eastern Mohammedans rather than a danger to the Christians.
But during the reign of Fulk of Anjou a Turkish governor in Northern Syria, Imad ed-Din Zangi, made himself master of Mesopotamia and Northern Syria. When Fulk of Anjou died the kingdom passed to his children by his second wife, the daughter of Baldwin II. They were young boys, and the fact of itself weakened the position of the kingdom. A year after Fu'k's death Imad ed-Din flung himself upon Edessa and captured it. The fall of Edessa was the occasion of the Second Crusade.
At this moment the mast influential individual in Western Christendom was Bernard, Abbot of Clairxaux, to whose unofficial judgment Popes and kings were alike wont to submit themselves. Bernard preached a new Crusade, in which he persuaded not merely nobles and knights to take part, but also the King of France, Louis VIL, and the German Emperor, Conrad III.
The King of England, Stephen, was too busily engaged in fighting for his own crown, his claim to which was challenged by the daughter of his predecessor and uncle, Henry L, who is known as the Empress Maud, her first husband having been the Emperor Henry V* of Germany, Christian kings in Spain had enough Moslems to fight in their own peninsula without going to Palestine.
The Second Crusade was a failure. Conrad started without waiting for Louis, and tried to march straight through the kingdom of Iconium, where most of his forces were cut up. The expedition of Louis, avoiding the route followed by Conrad, made its hardly less difficult way to the southern coast of Asia Minor, and there could only find ships enough to carry nobles and knights, leaving the rest of the army to struggle round by land as best it might. The inefficient force attacked Damascus, thereby driving it to unite with Nour ed-D*a, the successor of Imad ed-Din. The attack failed, and first Conrad, who had joined the French force, and then Louis himself and his Frenchmen, went home.